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 I am excited to pursue a doctorate degree in the Texts and Technology 

program. As the STEM Librarian/Instructor at Indian River State College 

(IRSC), I am in a unique position to serve students and faculty across many 

disciplines with their research needs, and the multidisciplinary quality of this 

program will allow me to meet the diverse needs of the community I serve in 

deep and meaningful ways as well as allow me to investigate a new and exciting 

way to bridge the distance between the humanities and STEM with my 

research on collective impact. I currently serve on the Service Learning 

Professional Learning Community and am a part of the Experiential Learning 

Team at IRSC. The goal of these teams is to advance service learning at the 

college level through working with teams from higher education institutions--all 

part of the Florida Campus Compact’s goal of advancing education by way of 

high-impact community-based learning and/or civic engagement practices.  

I have enjoyed working in higher education for the past 3 years, but prior 

to this endeavor I had spent the previous 8 years working in public libraries. 

My work in this field focused on community building by way of making 

educational opportunities for adults available to the public. The opportunities 

were quite varied, ranging from technology skill building and “making things” 

to exploration of various cultures and more. In order to offer classes the 



community members needed to improve their job skills or to grow personally in 

some way, it was necessary to build relationships with many community-based 

organizations to share resources and build opportunities for our shared users. 

Identifying shared goals, researching possible solutions, and working together 

to solve problems leads to high quality learning experiences for learners and 

less duplication of scarce resources, as well as increased opportunities for 

funding. 

Research Objectives 

 I am interested in researching the ways in which digital technologies can 

facilitate social justice by linking post-secondary instruction to community 

issues. While this connection is not immediately apparent, it is at the heart of 

what is called “collective impact” projects, i.e., the partnership between post-

secondary institutions and community organizations to effect social change. 

Collective impact centers on the idea of bringing diverse groups together 

to tackle big problems and using evidence to inform decision making and 

planning over the long run to make strides in solving the problem. This model 

has been successful in many communities to tackle issues such as childhood 

obesity, but research in this field is still very young and underdeveloped. 

Higher education institutions have the opportunity to become the leaders in 

this field. Members of the Florida Campus Compact are currently organizing a 

collective impact project at the state level and are investigating opportunities to 

connect the service learning initiatives at many colleges and universities to a 



shared project. This exciting project, which I am conducting research for, has 

the opportunity to model the way for communities large and small to work 

together to create substantial change. There is much work to be done in this 

field before Florida higher education institutions succeed in this endeavor. The 

research opportunities are numerous, but where I see the highest potential, 

and why I want to pursue this topic in the Texts and Technology program, is 

with the development of a model to inform the decision making processes 

involved in collective impact. My goal is to focus on STEM-based initiatives with 

the hope of expanding it to multi-disciplinary service-learning programs.  

 I would like to develop a tool to connect the dots between community 

based agencies, learning in higher education, and the impact on the people 

who are being served. The creation of this model will most certainly require me 

to obtain new technology skills. The future of collective impact will rely on 

digital technologies and their ability to support communication, knowledge 

acquisition, and decision-making. The opportunities that exist to use new 

technologies in order to collect and analyze information in new ways are worth 

exploring given the potential that exists for new discoveries in this field. What 

makes this tool different than what limited options exist in the marketplace is 

that I propose to focus research on open source solutions with data sharing 

and collection as the end result. It is likely that I will have to obtain 

technological assistance to see this project to the end-user experience level. 

The intellectual work that is required to make this more than a fancy website 

or app, however, is why I want to pursue this issue inside of the Texts and 



Technology program. Asking the right questions in order to gather the right 

data to allow for the best decision making to occur will require research rooted 

in the humanities. Understanding complex topics, discovering the best ways of 

measuring progress, analyzing qualitative feedback, and identifying how 

humans interact with technology is what is needed for this project to be 

successful. I was able to scratch the surface of these topics in the Introduction 

to Texts and Technology course I took this past fall, but additional coursework 

will allow me to understand how best to use technology to uncover ways of 

tackling issues.  

As a librarian, my focus is always to guide people to information and 

show them how to use that information in ethical ways. This tool will provide 

the opportunity for groups to collect information, share information, and use 

that information to inform decision making. It is the next, and increasingly 

important, step of librarianship.  

Thank you for the opportunity to share my reasons for applying to the 

Texts and Technology program. I look forward to the future!   

 

 

 

 

 



Technical Proficiencies 

One of my core duties as STEM librarian is reconciling the difference 

between a student’s technological capabilities and the technological knowledge 

they need to successfully complete their courses. This ranges from something 

as basic as how to access a database to creating an entire presentation by 

exposing them to new software. A sampling of these technologies follows.  

Blackboard & Angel Learning Management Systems – Designed and 

implemented courses. 

LibGuides CMS – Research guides which explore topics of interest and guide 

students and faculty to high quality resources. 

Audacity – Audio management tool. 

Adobe Creative Suite – Fireworks – Multi-layer image creation. 

Camtasia – Tutorials, how-to videos. 

Prezi – Provide instruction sessions using software, instruct in the use of Prezi 

for presentations. 

Aleph – Searching & cataloging of records. 

Social Media – Have managed multiple organizational accounts. 

Adobe Voice – App-based video creation tool. My students use this tool to 

create database and introduction videos.  


